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From the desk of Mrs Larkman 
Hello to our Parents and Carers, 

I imagine you are all being coerced into getting those Christmas trees up! Ours 

went up early as I managed to have all four grandchildren in the one town last 

weekend. There was some mayhem with decorations concentrated in the front 

of the tree at child height, but everyone was happy and that was the goal. I’m 

also eternally grateful for the efficiency of online buying as the gifts start to turn 

up at the front door. 

School for the students will finish on Friday December 16 and staff have two 

days the following week to learn, plan and catch up on mandatory training as 

well as do some handover for their 2023 students. 

 

NAPLAN Highlights 

In this newsletter we have prepared some parent friendly feedback from 

NAPLAN. Instead of just the raw data, we have shared some of the areas where 

we have continued to enjoy good results as well as the areas where we will 

work in 2023 and beyond. NAPLAN (National Assessment program – Literacy 

and Numeracy) is only one set of data that we use to triangulate our results to 

inform our strategic plan and I find it very useful at a school level. Bear in mind 

that it is one test on one day for students, which is considered along with check 

ins, standardised tests, work samples and teacher anecdotal data. This is why 

you are best to consult your class teacher if you want to get more information 

on your child’s progress. 

In schools, along with NAPLAN and other evidence, we use a form of evaluative 

thinking to set up our school strategic directions. See the link for more 

information if you are interested. Mrs Emmington and I were lucky enough to 

work with Duncan Rintoul when we were working in state office 2014-2016.  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/professional-learning/pl-

resources/evaluation-resource-hub/evaluative-thinking 

About half way down the page you will see a 3.34 minute video clip which will 

capture our process. Thanks to Mr Sparksman for preparing the pdf for our 

families. You will find this further on in our newsletter. 

Cath Larkman 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork by Auntie Michelle Earle 

commissioned by TJPS in 2018 

We respectfully acknowledge that this 

newsletter comes to you from 

Awabakal land.  

In communicating how we learn, 

teach, and lead, we acknowledge 

and pay respect to elders past and 

present and extend that respect to all 

Aboriginal people as the traditional 

custodians of this land on which we are 

all privileged to live, work, and learn. 
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From the desk of Ms Emmington  

As the year draws to a close, I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work 

of the Learning and Support Team in 2022. 

I have coordinated this team for a number of years and am so proud of the 

professionalism, the care, the insights and the constant research our teachers 

will go to, to bring learning strategies and engaging activities in the classroom 

which make a difference to your child’s learning. Every staff member is a part 

of the Learning and Support Team at The Junction PS. They attend meetings 

during lunch times when they need to advocate for the learning needs of 

your child, and they partner with you to keep the learning and social needs of 

your child front and centre. They work closely with our Learning and Support 

Teachers and with Allied Health professionals invited into our school to support 

students. 

I especially want to acknowledge my teaching team who this year worked 

very closely to develop specialist learning programs, to track and monitor 

student learning and to support class teachers to support those students who 

needed extra learning and care. That team is: 

Mrs Claire Edwards who supported teachers and their students from Years 4-6. 

She has worked in classrooms supporting students’ literacy and numeracy 

development as well as spent many lunch times developing plans for safe, fun 

social interactions in the playground. All her students feel known, valued, and 

cared for. 

Miss Lauren Audsley who has supported teachers and their students in 

Kindergarten through to Year 3. She has worked side by side in the Kindy room 

to teach children phonics and reading skills and has worked with small groups 

in Years 1-3 in Reading and Numeracy.  I especially loved the celebratory feel 

in her groups when a student masters a new skill. 

Mrs Michelle Morrison who has for two years supported students as part of our 

extra COVID funded learning and support. She has done an amazing job 

working on writing skills and ensuring that students met stage outcomes. This 

year she has also worked within our New Arrivals Program and supported 

students whose second language or dialect is English. Mrs Morrison has 

ensured that students in her groups have maintained and improved upon 

their writing skills.  

I want to also acknowledge a team of very professional and highly skilled 

School Learning Support Officers. We are very fortunate to have such highly 

trained, willing to learn and ready to volunteer group of officers for whatever I 

have had to send their way. This wonderful team this year has consisted of Mrs 

Di Edwards, Mrs Theresa Koitka, Mrs Belinda Scorgie, Mrs Emma Lovegrove, 

Mrs Pam Parkes, Ms Sophie Laing and Mr Liam Begnell. 

During Learning, Health, Wellbeing and Support meetings of the last few 

weeks many parents acknowledged the wonderful job our School Learning 

Support Officers have done this year. On behalf of the teachers and myself 

we want to thank all our School Learning Support Officers for their dedication 

to the health, wellbeing and learning of the students in their care. 

Connie Emmington 

Learning and Support Coordinator 

Deputy Principal 

 

 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events 

 
TERM 4 

 

Monday December 5  

2023 Leadership team announced 

 

Tuesday December 6 

Kinder 2023 Orientation session 2 

 

Friday December 9 

Charity Day 

 

Monday December 12 

Year 6 Farewell 

 

Tuesday December 13 

Presentation Day 

 

Thursday December 15  

Year 6 Party Day Movie & BBQ 

(please note change of date) 

 

Friday December 16 

Year 6 Clapout 

K-6 Students last day of term 

(please note change of date) 

 

Monday & Tuesday Dec19 & 20 

Staff Development days 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 2023                                  

 

Friday January 27 & Monday 30   Staff 

Development days 

 

Tuesday January 31 

Years 1-6 return  

 

Wednesday February 1 

Years 3-6 Swimming Carnival 

 

Monday February 6  

Kindergarten students Start  
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Attendance Matters 

Contact details – are your contact details up to date? Sometimes we 

will need to contact you, including on the day that your child is absent 

and if you haven’t notified the school with a reason for your child being 

away. 

If your contact details are out of date or if you’re not sure, please 

contact the school on phone 4963 1343 so we can update our records 

and can contact you quickly when we need to. 

Please include parent/carers name, address, phone numbers, email 

address and emergency contact details. Please remember to 

contact the school if any of these details or your circumstances 

change. This is particularly important so we can work together to 

protect the wellbeing of our students through the reporting and 

monitoring of student absences  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OUR STAFF 

Principal – Cath Larkman 

Deputy – Connie Emmington 

Kindergarten 

KC – Jody Cooper 

KG – Sarah Griffiths 

KB – Tess Barns / Louise Searant 

KH – Angie Harris - AP 

 

Stage 1 

1L – Amy Lalic 

1 /2A – Alison Smoother 

2MC – Nina McLeod/ Nicole Jones 

2S – Nicholas Savage 

1C – Laura Chaffey - AP 

 

Stage 2 

3S – Olivia Smith 

3A – Mark Alcock 

3L – Aleisha Ladkin 

3 /4B – Lucy Bourne 

4LC – Phillipa Campbell/ Holly Lynch 

4G – Katrina Gardoll 

Jo-Anne Ellis - AP 

Stage 3 

5C – Lisa Campey 

5S – Kate Spring 

5FW – Kate Farrell / Sarah Wilson 

6R – Michael Radnidge 

6M – Josh Pidutti 

6L – Matthew Liles - AP 

 

Learning and Support 

Connie Emmington – LST Coordinator 

Luke Sparksman - Maths 

Claire Edwards – Yrs 4-6 

Lauren Audsley – Yrs K-3 

Michelle Morrison – CILSP 

Sara Willoughby/Hannah Titchmarsh – 

Library 

Alison Tonkin – Music 

Linda Whiteside – Counsellor 

School Learning Support Officers 

Di Edwards 

Theresa Koitka 

Belinda Scorgie 

Emma Lovegrove 

Pam Parkes  

Sophie Laing 

Liam Begnell 
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Information from the Front Office Team…   

LOST PROPERTY It is disheartening to see the number of jackets, hats, 

lunch boxes and drink bottles with no names on them that we are 

receiving everyday in the lost property boxes. Without names, these items 

cannot be returned to students. Please ensure that all items have student’s 

names that are clearly written, thank you.   

Band & Strings Ensemble Fees are now overdue for Terms 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Money collection for excursions & events  

The preferred payment option is through the “Make a Payment” tab on the 

school website.     

A new feature on our excursion notes is a QR Code to take you directly to 

the Make a Payment tab.                

All cash payments to come straight to the office, this includes: - Band fees, 

School books, Excursion money etc. There is a “Payments” slot at the front 

counter in the school office – students are to post payments in this slot.  

Any money that is sent to school must be in a sealed envelope with your 

“Child’s name and class” on the front and details of the event you are 

paying. The school accepts cash, (exact amount only), cheque or we have 

EFTPOS facilities in the office. Please note that the school EFTPOS facility is 

only available for school payments and not P&C items – such as the Uniform 

Shop. 

If you use the online option, please make sure you still return permission 

notes to school.  

  Absences  

Any absence from school must be explained. The Skoolbag App and Sentral 

Portal are a great way to advise the school of student absences, or 

alternatively phone the school, send an email or write a note. Each day at 

around 10am, the school sends out an SMS alert to parents of any child who 

has an unexplained absence for that day.  Please refrain from using class 

apps like Class Dojo to explain absences as the teacher may not be at 

school or they are teaching and unable to read the Dojo message before 

10am.  

Extended Leave  

If you are going away and leave is over (5) school days, you must complete 

an “EXTENDED LEAVE FORM” (available from the office) prior to your leave.  

Late Arrivals / Early Leavers  

School hours are from 8.55am to 3pm. The first assembly starts at 8.55am. If 

children arrive later than 8.55am, they need to present with a parent to the 

office to provide late arrival information to office staff. A ‘Purple Partial Slip’ is 

then taken to the class teacher. Similarly, if children need to leave early for 

the day, parents must buzz the intercom at Union Street for the gate to be 

opened. Admin staff will call the classroom for your child to come up to the 

office area to be collected. Please try to avoid early departures during 

recess (11.00 -11.20am) and lunch breaks (1.00 -1.50pm) as it can be quite 

difficult to locate your child in the playground.  

Medication at School  

The office is only able to administer ‘prescribed medication’ to students. This 

means medication that has been prescribed by a doctor. This medication 

must be left in the package provided, clearly labelled with the child’s name 

and dosage.  If medication is required, a parent will need to come to the 

office and complete a Prescribed Medication Indemnity form. 

STAFF ARE NOT ABLE TO ADMINISTER PANADOL OR NON PRESCRIPTION 

MEDICATIONS.  

All COVID information for parents can be found here: 

 COVID-19 (coronavirus) (nsw.gov.au)  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 In the Office  

OFFICE HOURS:   

8:30AM TO 3:15PM  

School Email:  thejunctio-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

  

SCHOOL SECURITY    

ph: 1300 880021  

 

Office Team 

Dianne Edwards 

Amanda Brake 

Angela Bowen 

Kathy McInnes 

Lesley Janissen 

 

General Assistant 

Tom Jervis 

 

In the Community 

 

December P&C Meeting 

7pm Tuesday December 6 2022 

 

P&C Contact email 

Mark Duffield-Thomas, President 

president@junctionpandc.org 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

ONLINE ORDERING!  

www.tjpsuniform.com  

 

Secondhand Uniform Donations   

Donations accepted are bomber 

jackets, polo fleece jumpers, red 

polo shirts and black sport shorts 

and black tracksuit pants. We are 

unable to accept donations of 

white shirts or tunics.   

Email the Uniform Shop: 

tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com  

 

PLEASE ASSIST WITH DELIVERY OF 

UNIFORM ORDERS BY PUTTING 

YOUR CHILD’S NAME on the order. 

No parent names please.  

 

Please note that the new wet 

weather jacket orders have not 

arrived as yet 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.tjpsuniform/
about:blank
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 NAPLAN REPORT 2022 

The following report will provide an overview of our school NAPLAN results in Reading and 

Numeracy. Both student strengths and areas requiring further support will be identified and 

explored using example questions. Please note that the purpose of this is to share some common 

findings from the NAPLAN assessment with our parents and community. These assessment tasks act 

as one source of information for teachers when triangulating data linked to student learning and 

achievement.  

Reading 

Our reading results in both Year 3 and Year 5 showed positive growth, with both groups on 

average recording significantly higher results than the state average.   

Results in the Top 2 NAPLAN Bands: 

- Year 3 - 67% of our students received results in the top 2 bands  

- Year 5 - 60% of students received in results in the top 2 bands.  

The majority of questions in both NAPLAN reading assessments focused on both literal and 

inferential comprehension strategies. 

 

Numeracy 

Our numeracy results in both Year 3 and Year 5 showed negative growth. This trend was consistent 

across the state. Both Year 3 and Year 5 students received results above the state average in 

numeracy.  

Results in the Top 2 NAPLAN Bands: 

- Year 3 - 48% of our students received results in the top 2 bands  

- Year 5 - 29% of students received in results in the top 2 bands.  

Despite seeing a lower number of students in our top 2 bands compared to 2021, we have seen a 

high level of growth from the bottom 2 bands to the middle 2 bands. In other words, we have a 

lower number of students in both the bottom 2 bands and the top 2 bands, with a higher number 

of students in the middle bands.  

This review will focus on the big mathematical ideas of: 

- Additive thinking*  

- Multiplicative thinking*  

- Measurement and geometric reasoning.  
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Year 3 - Reading strengths Year 3 - Areas requiring further support in 

reading 

See example questions below 

- Locating and interpreting directly stated 

information in texts 

- Identifying a character's perspective 

- Identifying the main ideas in informative 

and persuasive texts 

- Interpreting the meaning of words and 

sentences in all texts 

- Interpreting a character’s feelings and 

their response in imaginative texts 

- Identifying the main idea in imaginative 

texts 
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Year 5- Reading strengths Year 5 - Areas requiring further support in 

reading 

See example questions below 

- Interpreting the meaning of sentences 

and paragraphs in informative texts 

- Interpreting the main idea in imaginative 

texts   

- Identifying and interpreting how a 

character is portrayed in imaginative 

texts 

- Identifying the purpose of text features in 

all texts (e.g., headings, layout, figurative 

language techniques) 

- Evaluating the accuracy of information in 

informative texts 

- Inferring a reason for a character’s action  
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Year 3- Numeracy strengths Year 3- Areas requiring further support in 

numeracy 

See example questions below. 

- Comparing and ordering 2 and 3 digit 

numbers 

- Doubling and halving 1 and 2 digit 

numbers 

- Following addition number patterns to 

find unknown numbers 

 

- Interpreting and solving questions related 

to rotating and reflecting 2D shapes  

- Comprehending word problems and 

transforming the information into a 

number sentence 

- Representing fractions and understanding 

the language used to describe fractions of 

an amount 
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Year 5- Numeracy strengths Year 5 - Areas requiring further support in 

numeracy 

See example questions below 

- Comparing and ordering 3 and 4 digit 

numbers 

- Solving questions using addition and 

multiplication facts 

- Continuing a number pattern involving a 

constant increment or difference.  

 

- Solving multi-step word problems 

involving addition and subtraction 

- Solving multi-step division word problems 

involving remainders 

- finding the missing number in equivalent 

number sentences  

(balancing number sentences). 

 

 

Additive and Multiplicative Thinking* 

Additive thinking encompasses a student's ability to manipulate numbers in additive situations. As 

students develop an understanding of whole numbers and the operations of addition and 

subtraction, they transition from counting strategies to using more flexible strategies to solve 

problems. Understanding and applying the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction to 

solve problems is also part additive thinking. 

 

Multiplicative thinking encompasses a student's ability to manipulate numbers in multiplicative 

situations. Students' understanding of numbers as composite units and the ability to recognise and 

work with the relationship between quantities is a critical part of thinking 

multiplicatively. Understanding and flexibly applying the inverse relationship between multiplication 

and division to solve problems is also part of multiplicative thinking. 
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Learning Gallery 

PSSA Cricket- TJPS are Hunter and Tied Northern NSW 

Champions 

The Hunter Region Final vs Wingham Public School 

What a performance! The Junction Public School have  

been crowned the champions of the Hunter region.  

In windy conditions the TJPS school cricket team have  

defeated Wingham Public School. Batting first, TJPS have  

scored a massive 5/188 off their 25 overs. Caleb and  

Corban did an amazing job opening the innings seeing  

off Wingham’s best bowler and putting away the bad  

balls. After drinks the party started with all batters scoring  

quickly. Sam N and Corban put on a clinic with both  

retiring with 40 runs. Charlie I, Angus (20 runs) and Lachie  

keep the runs flowing with Liam (21 not out) and Charlie B  

(9 not out) 

It was then TJPS turn to bowl. We started strongly keeping  

runs to a minimum with Sam T, Lucas, Tom and Evie fielding 

like superstars.  Charlie, I got the first wicket and Wingham  

Public School were 1/41 at drinks. After drinks TJPS flexed  

their bowling depth with all students having a bowl and  

doing an amazing job. At the end of the Wingham innings  

they were 3/121. Great bowling figures from Charlie 1-13,  

Evie 1-5 and Corban 1-18. 

TTJPS won the game by 70 runs and now move in the  

Northern NSW final against Lennox Head Public School on  

Friday. An outstanding performance from our team.  

A special thanks to all the parents for their support and to  

Mr Burns and Mr Topic for scoring on the day.  

The Northern NSW Final vs Lennox Head Public School 

I have replayed this game at least 100 times in my head, maybe 

even more. What a game of cricket! On Friday 25th November the 

mighty TJPS cricket team travelled up to Lennox Head to play in 

the Northern NSW Final against the North Coast champion Lennox 

Head PS. Corban B called heads and won the toss and elected to 

bat. From ball one the TJPS students knew we were in for a mighty 

battle. Lennox Head PS came out firing, sending down some high 

quality fast bowling. Corban and Caleb were equally up for the 

task. After losing Caleb in the 5th over for 4, Sam N strode to the 

crease and started to consolidate the innings with Corban. The 

team took the game on with Corban playing one of the greatest 

innings in TJPS history. At the end of our 25 overs TJPS ended with 

6/106. Corban with 40 retired, Sam N with 16 and Liam W and 

Lucas C an important 8 not out.  TJPS came out to bowl on a 

mission.  
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We started with a wicket in the first over with a 

fantastic run out from Liam W.  

Angus B struck in the 5th over to have Lennox PS 

reeling at 2/7. However, they were able to 

consolidate their innings and the game was evenly 

poised at drinks with Lennox Head 2/34. I can’t 

really remember what happened for the next 13 

overs, but I do know that the TJPS students 

displayed great courage, determination and a 

never say die attitude in front of 300 screaming 

Lennox Head PS students.  It came down to the last 

ball of the match with Lennox Head PS needing 3 

runs for victory.  

They managed to get 2 runs and the game was 

tied.  Unfortunately, TJPS were knocked out of the 

competition as we lost more wickets - 6/106 to 

Lennox Head 5/106. A tough way to exit the 

competition but a great lesson for the students in 

resilience and winning and losing. Great bowling 

from Angus B, 1-10 off 5 overs and Charlie I, 1 for 20 off 5 overs.  

To say I’m proud of these students is an understatement. The character, attitude and team spirit they displayed all  

competition was some of the best I have ever been around in 30 years of sport. I want to say a massive  

thank you to the students and their parents. I would like to also thank Mrs Larkman and the school executive 

for all their support. 

 I asked the team what their best moment was of being part of the TJPS School cricket team here are some of their 

responses: 

 Everyone was really positive and winning the Hunter final- Sam T  

 Playing against schools around our area and against other kids that I know- Angus B 

 Getting 25 not out and the team running out to congratulate me- Liam W 

 I enjoyed playing with the team and getting so far in the competition- Evie 

 Taking my first school cricket wicket against Adamstown- Charlie B 

 The game against New Lambton PS when everyone did their job and we got the win- Sam N 

 Bowling the last over in the final against Lennox Head PS. It felt like the whole team were backing me- Charlie I 

 Against Hamilton South we were 7/56 and Liam stepped up with an outstanding batting performance to help us post a 

total of 105- Corban 

The team – Corban B, Caleb R, Sam N, Charlie I, Angus B, Lachie B, Charlie B, Lucas C, Liam W, Sam T, Evie R  & Thomas B  

Mr Nick Savage, PSSA Cricket Coordinator 

 

 

Finally, our Yarning Circle is open… 

 

 

It is great to see it in use by parents and students. We 

look forward to having some learning yarns in this 

space.     

 

 



   

  Page 13 of 18 

   
 

COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD 
 

P&C Announcements – December 2022 

 

Community Christmas Social  

 

All parents, carers, teachers, and community members are invited for an informal Christmas social to 

mark the end of the year. 

 

Come along and meet other parents and teachers as well as the P&C. 

 

P&C Community Christmas Social 

@ Modus Merewether 

5pm Tuesday 6 December 2022 

 

The December P&C meeting will also occur at 7pm but will be kept short 🙂. 

 

 

We look forward to relaxing with as many of you as possible.  

 

 

(Food and drink at own expense and this is an adult only event).  
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2023 P&C Membership Due 

 

We encourage all parents and community members to become members of our P&C. Annual 

membership is only $1, and this allows you to vote at our 2023 Annual General Meeting and stand for 

Committee positions next year. 

 

Please click the link below and sign up. Please ensure you enter the member names if buying more 

than one membership, and there is also an option to make a donation on top of the $1 membership 

fee.  

 

If you are considering supporting the school as part of the P&C committee next year, please make 

sure you're registered as a member. 

 

The AGM will take place in March 2023 where several committee positions will be available.  

 

https://bit.ly/TJPCPC2023 

 

 

Kindy Orientation Morning Tea 

 

Thank you to all Kindy parents who attended and donated cakes the morning tea to welcome the 

new 2023 Kindy parents. The turnout was great, with lots of new families receiving a warm welcome 

to our community.  

 

Important P&C Dates & Reminders 

 

6 December - Community Christmas Social & December P&C Meeting 

9 December - Charity Day 

13 December - Presentation Day 

16 December - Last Day of Term & Parents Dress up at Pick up 

 

7 February 2023 - First P&C meeting of the year 

7 March 2023 - P&C AGM and Committee Elections 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FTJPCPC2023&data=05%7C01%7CKathryn.McInnes1%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C04a2851602b140e7a14908dac825148c%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638042358888479710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yt80Qx3vMoD2QzWqGZ%2F3u7gBz5azubPyP2q3s%2BkuHg4%3D&reserved=0
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