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November 3, 2023 Newsletter                 ISSUE 17 
 

The Junction Journal 
The Junction Public School 

Union St Merewether 2291 

Ph. 4963 1343 

Email:  thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Principal:  Cath Larkman 

03/11/2023 
 

From the desk of Mrs Larkman 

Hello to our Parents and Carers, 

I had the most amazing day with the Year 4 students at camp 

yesterday. It never ceases to amaze me the different part of their 

personalities the students demonstrate in this environment – 

incredibly rewarding for us as teachers. A huge thanks to Mr Low, Mr 

Ferguson, Miss North, Mr Ward, Mrs Edwards and Tristan Jones for 

their work with the students over the last 3 days. 

Continuing about the range of work 

schools do, one of our great delights is 

working with our university interns. 

Teaching is such an important profession, 

and we are facing a huge problem with 

supply. During this year we have had the 

great pleasure to chart the course for 

Jess Collins to complete her internship. 

Due to an accident several years ago, 

she was unable to complete this and 

therefore couldn’t graduate. We are 

pleased to report that Rob Metcalfe from 

the UoN did her final observation on 

Wednesday, and she will be good to go 

as soon as she completes two more days on 1H. Included is our little 

team: Rob, UoN supervisor; Angie Harris, Class supervision; Jess 

Collins, and myself; WHS and support for what the unknown journey 

may look like! 

Enjoy your weekend, 

Cath Larkman 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork by Auntie Michelle Earle 

commissioned by TJPS in 2018 

We respectfully acknowledge that this 

newsletter comes to you from 

Awabakal land.  

In communicating how we learn, 

teach and lead, we acknowledge and 

pay respect to elders past and present 

and extend that respect to all 

Aboriginal people as the traditional 

custodians of this land on which we are 

all privileged to live, work, and learn. 
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PLEASE FOLLOW THE PARKING RULES AROUND THE SCHOOL 

We remind our parents to obey the parking rules around the 

school. This ensures the safety of our students.  

We also ask that you respect the 5 minute parking zone by 

using it to drop off or pick up your children and not to park in 

this zone for longer than 5 minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events  

 
TERM 4 

 

Friday November 3 

Year 5 Leadership Workshop 2 

Year 5 Debating Gala Day (Day 2) 

Wednesday November 8  

Kindergarten 2024 Orientation Session 

1, 9-11am 

Friday November 10 

Year 2 and Band recruitment morning 

Year 5 Leadership Workshop 3 

Monday November 13 

Year 5 Debating Gala Day (Day 3) 

Friday November 17 

Year 5 Leadership nominations 

Monday November 20 

Year 5 vote – Leadership nominations 

Monday – Friday November 20-24 

Christmas Book Fair 

Wednesday November 22  

Kindergarten 2024 Orientation session 

2 

Monday November 27 

Year 5 Leadership speeches & voting 

Monday December 4 

Year 5 Leadership – Captains & 

Prefects announced and 

nominations for sport captains 

Wednesday December 6 

Kindergarten 2024 Orientation session 

3 

Thursday December 7 

Band Presentation Night – Newcastle 

Conservatorium 

Tuesday December 12 

Presentation Day (Day 1)- Major 

Presentation, Stage 3 & Stage 2 

Year 6 Farewell 6pm 

Wednesday December 13 

Presentation Day (Day 2)- Early stage 

1 and Stage 1 

Thursday December 14 

Class Party Day 

Year 6 Movie Day 

Friday December 15 

Students last day of term 

Year 6 Clap Out 

Monday & Tuesday December 18/19 

Staff Development Day – Staff only 
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 Upcoming Events for this fortnight 

 
Friday November 3 

Year 5 Leadership Workshop 2 

Year 5 Debating Gala Day (Day 2) 

Wednesday November 8 

Kindergarten 2024 Orientation Session 1, 9-11am 

Friday November 10 

Year 2 and Band recruitment morning 

Year 5 Leadership Workshop 3 

Monday October 13 

Year 5 Debating Gala Day (Day 3) at The Junction Public School 

Friday November 17 

Year 5 Leadership nominations 

 

Recent notes home via School Bytes 

Please check your emails for recent Permission Notes  

These permission notes are emailed to 1 parent who will need to 

complete the permission note before the link will take them to where 

payment can be made. Alternately the permission note can be 

completed online, and payment can be made at the school office 

using Cash, Cheque or EFTPOS. 

If permission notes cannot be completed online, please contact the 

office and a paper copy can be provided to you. 

Year 6: Year 6 Farewell and End of Year Celebration 

Year 5: Canberra Excursion Expression of Interest and Deposit 2024 

Year 6 Shirts 2024 – All Year 5 students have been invoiced for 1 shirt. If 

you would like to order additional shirts go to your statement on School 

Bytes and add ‘other item’. 

Years 2-5: School Swimming Carnival 2024 – As this is the first week back 

in 2024 this needs to be competed and paid for before December 15. 

The link will not work after this date. 

Year 1 School Swimming Carnival 2024 - This only applies to students 

turning 8yrs in 2024 who are strong swimmers and can swim 50m with 

confidence. If your Year 1 child is able to compete, please contact the 

school office and an electronic note will be emailed to you for 

completion and payment. This will need to be completed and paid for 

before December 15. The link will not work after this date. Alternately a 

paper note can be provided to you. 

Year 2-6: Band, String Ensemble and Instrument Hire 

Please finalise fees before November 17. These can be paid via School 

Bytes in the Statement tab in the School Bytes Portal. Alternately they 

can be paid at the school office using Cash, Cheque or EFTPOS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2023 School Staff 

 

Principal - Mrs Cath Larkman 

Deputy Principal - Ms Connie Emmington 

 

Kindergarten 

KC – Mrs Jody Cooper 

KE - Miss Jo Ellis – Assistant Principal Early 

Stage 1 

KG - Mrs Sarah Griffiths 

 

Stage 1 

1B - Miss Tess Barns/ Mrs Amy Blackmore 

1H - Miss Angie Harris – Assistant Principal 

Stage 1 

1L - Mrs Aleisha Ladkin 

1/2A - Mrs Amy Lalic 

2MC - Mrs Nina McLeod/ Mrs Nicole Jones 

2/3A – Miss Alison Smoother (year 2) 

 

Stage 2 

2/3A - Miss Alison Smoother (year 3) 

3LC - Mrs Holly Lynch/ Mrs Phillipa Campbell 

3/4B - Miss Lucy Bourne 

4F - Mr Brad Ferguson 

4L - Mr Rob Low - Assistant Principal Stage 2 

4N - Miss Lily North 

 

Stage 3 

5FW - Mrs Kate Farrell/ Mrs Sarah Wilson 

5S – Mr Lachie Rinkin 

5/6K - Miss Kate Spring 

6L - Mr Matthew Liles - Assistant Principal 

Stage 3 

6R - Miss Gemma Doran 

 

Learning and Support 

Ms Connie Emmington - Coordinator 

Mrs Claire Edwards / Mrs Katrina Gardoll 

Mrs Michelle Morrison 

Miss Sara Willoughby/  

Ms Hannah Titchmarsh – Library 

Miss Alison Tonkin – Music 

Mrs Linda Whiteside – Counsellor 

Mr Luke Sparksman – AP C&I 

Ms Laura McAllister – Flexible Learning 

 

School Learning Support Officers 

Mrs Di Edwards 

Mrs Nicole Harrison  

Mrs Theresa Koitka 

Mrs Emma Lovegrove 

Mrs Pam Parkes 

Mrs Belinda Scorgie 

Ms Sevi Celik 

Mr Jack Ward 
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Information from the Front Office Team...   

 

Money Collection 

The school is now using our new finance system ‘School Bytes’  
The school also accepts cash, (exact amount only), cheque or we 

have EFTPOS facilities in the office. (Please note that the school 

EFTPOS facility is only available for school payments and not P&C – 

such as the Uniform Shop). 

Any cash payments to come straight to the office, this includes: - 

Band fees, School books, Excursion money etc. Any money that is 

sent to school must be in a sealed envelope/bag with your “Child’s 

name and class” on the front and details of the event you are 

paying.  

There is a “Payments” slot at the front counter in the school office – 

students are to post payments in this slot.  
 

Absences  

Any absence from school must be explained. The Sentral Parent 

Portal is a great way to advise the school of student absences, or 

alternatively phone the school, send an email or write a note. Each 

day at around 10am, the school sends out an SMS alert to parents of 

any child who has an unexplained absence for that day.  Please 

refrain from using class apps like Class Dojo to explain absences as 

the teacher may not be at school or they are teaching and unable 

to read the Dojo message before 10am.  
 

Extended Leave  

If you are going away and leave is over (5) school days, you must 

complete an “EXTENDED LEAVE FORM” from the office prior to your 

leave. Leave forms submitted are subject to approval by The 

Principal. 
 

Late Arrivals / Early Leavers  

School hours are from 8.55am to 3pm. The first assembly starts at 

8.55am. If children arrive later than 8.55am, they need to present to 

the office to provide late arrivals information to office staff. A ‘Partial 

Slip’ is then taken to the class teacher. Similarly, if children leave 

early for the day, parents must buzz the intercom at the Union Street 

gate to be admitted into the office. Admin staff will phone the 

classroom for your child to come up to the office. Please be aware 

of early departures in recess and lunch breaks as it can be quite 

difficult to locate your child in the playground.  
 

Medication at School  

The office is only able to administer ‘prescribed medication’ to 

students. This means medication that has been prescribed by a 

doctor. This medication must be left in the package provided, 

clearly labelled with the child’s name and dosage.  If medication is 

required, a parent will need to come to the office and complete a 

Student Health Condition Support for Prescribed Medication form.  
 

SCHOOL STAFF ARE NOT ABLE TO ADMINISTER PANADOL OR NON-

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
In the Office  

OFFICE HOURS:   

8:30AM TO 3:15PM  

School Email:  thejunctio-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

  

SCHOOL SECURITY    

ph: 1300 880021  

 

Office Team 

Mrs Dianne Edwards 

Mrs Amanda Brake 

Mrs Angela Bowen 

Mrs Kathy McInnes 

Mrs Lesley Janissen 

 

General Assistants 

Mr Tom Jervis 

Mr Darren Ray 

 

In the Community  

P&C News 

 

P&C Contact email 

Jessica Ryan, President 

president@junctionpandc.org 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

ONLINE ORDERING!  

www.tjpsuniform.com  

 

Secondhand Uniform Donations   

Donations accepted are bomber 

jackets, polo fleece jumpers, red 

polo shirts and black sport shorts. 

We are unable to accept 

donations of white shirts or 

tunics.   

  

Email the Uniform Shop: 

tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com  

PLEASE ASSIST WITH DELIVERY OF 

UNIFORM ORDERS BY PUTTING 

YOUR CHILD’S NAME on the order 

(in the NOTES section) 

 

Please ensure that your Child’s 

name is clearly marked on all 

items of clothing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:president@junctionpandc.org
mailto:tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com
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Learning Gallery 

 

Newcastle Permanent Primary Schools Mathematics Competition 

On Tuesday October 31, Samuel B from Year 6 attended the Award Ceremony for the 

2023 Newcastle Permanent Primary Schools Mathematics Competition. Newcastle 

Permanent proudly presented a range of awards and prizes to the best performing 

students and schools across the state. Samuel was awarded third place in the 

competition for Year 6.  

Congratulations Samuel! 

 

NSW PSSA Sate Athletics Championships 

On October 25 & 26 Matilda S, Marthen F, Eva C and Isabella Y travelled to Sydney to compete in 

the NSW PSSA State Athletics Championships. Although the weather conditions were not ideal and 

the competition was fierce, all students represented The Junction PS and Hunter Region with great 

sportsmanship in their individual events.   

Back at school, a number of classes across the school watched the live stream to cheer our 

competitors on from afar. It was very exciting!!   

Well done and congratulations on your amazing achievements Matilda, Marthen, Eva and Isabella. 

Congratulations to Eddie K, who also qualified, but was unable to attend on the day.   

Miss Kate Spring 
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Bandfest 
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COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD 

P & C Update  
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Piano Lessons 

My name is Josh, and I am the piano 

teacher at TJPS. I hold a small class at a 

discounted rate on a Tuesday lunchtime, 

and a couple of spots have become 

available for new kids to jump in. If your 

child has been looking to get into music, 

or wants a more social aspect to their 

piano learning experience, this is the 

perfect way to get them involved. Please 

feel free to reach out on 0431794371 for 

more information!  

Thanks, Josh  
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