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March 24 2023 Newsletter                     ISSUE 4 
 

The Junction Journal 
The Junction Public School 

Union St Merewether 2291 

Ph. 4963 1343 

Email:  thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Principal:  Cath Larkman 

24/03/2023 
 

From the desk of Mrs Larkman 

Hello and welcome to Harmony Week, 

Harmony Day 

What an amazing experience we had yesterday! It is reassuring 

to see our students so open to learning about harmony and 

recognising how they can impact the world around them in such 

a positive way. 

Annual Report 

On another note, the Annual Report is now published on the 

school’s website. Please be aware that this report is on the areas 

the school has focused on for improvement, not our business as 

usual where we are happy with our practice.  

NSW Public Schools use a framework to reflect on their practice 

each year and this is what gives us our improvement focus. To 

look at this framework, please follow the link. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/school-

excellence-and-accountability/sef-evidence-

guide/resources/about-sef 

 

Enjoy your week, 

Cath Larkman 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork by Auntie Michelle Earle 

commissioned by TJPS in 2018 

We respectfully acknowledge that this 

newsletter comes to you from 

Awabakal land.  

In communicating how we learn, 

teach and lead, we acknowledge and 

pay respect to elders past and present 

and extend that respect to all 

Aboriginal people as the traditional 

custodians of this land on which we are 

all privileged to live, work, and learn. 

In this issue 

Principal’s Message P1 

 

Deputy Principal’s Message P2 

 

Easter Hat Parade P3 

 

Front Office information P4 

Money collection – excursions and 

events  

Absences  

Extended Leave  

Early leavers / Late arrivals  

Medication at school  

Uniform Shop 

 

Library News P5 – 6 

 

Music News P7 

 

Learning Gallery P8 -16 

 

Community Message Board P 17 

P & C News 

Task Holiday Program 

 

mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/school-excellence-and-accountability/sef-evidence-guide/resources/about-sef
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/school-excellence-and-accountability/sef-evidence-guide/resources/about-sef
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/school-excellence-and-accountability/sef-evidence-guide/resources/about-sef
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From the desk of Mrs Emmington 

Saving Lil & Archie – Performance – Monday 27 March 

This is a wonderful show which provides children with a lot of 

scenarios which they may encounter throughout their 

interactions with peers across many settings including online. It 

provides them with actions they may be able to take, in these 

situations. Anti-Bullying is a topic which is covered under the 

PD syllabus and is revisited in the classroom throughout the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events  

TERM 1  

Monday March 27 

Brainstorm Production 

Tuesday March 28 

PSSA Boys & Girls Zone soccer trials 

Thursday March 30 

Newcastle Writers Festival 

Friday March 31 

School cross country 

Hunter Hockey Trials 

Wednesday April 5 

ANZAC ASSEMBLY 

Thursday April 6 

K-2 Easter Hat parade & raffle draw 

Final day Term 1  

TERM 2 

Wednesday April 26 

Students return to school 

Thursday May 4 

Yr 6-7 Transition Selective HS placement 

test 

Tuesday May 23 

Sydney Writer’s Festival 

Yr 6 GRIP Leadership 

Friday May 26 

National Sorry Day 

Wednesday June 7 

Concert Band Day 

Monday June 12 

Public Holiday – King’s Birthday 

Tuesday June 13 

Premier Band Day 

Wed/Thur June 14,15 

Starstruck Tech & Dress Rehearsal 

Friday June 16 

Starstruck Performance day 

Mon/Tues June 19/20 

Whole school photographs 

Wednesday June 21 

Primary Band Day 

Thursday June 22 

Family Ensemble Night 

Friday June 23 

P & C Movie Night – TBD 

Friday June 30 

Final Day Term 2 

TERM 3 

Tuesday July 18 

Students return to school 

Thursday July 20 

Athletics Carnival – Glendale 

Thursday July 27 

Kindergarten 100 Day Celebration 

Tues-Fri August 15-18 

Canberra Excursion 

Mon-Fri August 21-25 

Book Week/Fair 

Friday September 22 

Final Day Term 3 

TERM 4 

Monday October 9 

Students return (no staff development 

day) 

Wed-Fri November 1-3 

Year 4 Great Aussie Bush Camp 

Thursday December 7 

Band Presentation Night  

Students Final Day term 4 
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Support for parents, carers, and the community 

Parents, carers and the community - The Junction Public School 

(nsw.gov.au) 

We would like to remind you that there are a range of resources on 

our website for your support. From our homepage click on the 

Supporting our students tab and you will see the parents, carers, and 

the community tab. This includes support for interpreting and 

translation services. 

 

 

 

 
2023 School Staff 

 

Principal - Mrs Cath Larkman 

Deputy Principal - Ms Connie Emmington 

 

Kindergarten 

KC – Mrs Jody Cooper 

KE - Miss Jo Ellis – Assistant Principal Early 

Stage 1 

KG - Mrs Sarah Griffiths 

 

Stage 1 

1B - Miss Tess Barns/ Mrs Amy Blackmore 

1H - Miss Angie Harris – Assistant Principal 

Stage 1 

1L - Mrs Aleisha Ladkin 

1/2A - Mrs Amy Lalic 

2MC - Mrs Nina McLeod/ Mrs Nicole Jones 

2/3A – Miss Alison Smoother (year 2) 

 

Stage 2 

2/3A – Miss Alison Smoother (year 3) 

3LC - Mrs Holly Lynch/ Mrs Phillipa Campbell 

3/4B - Miss Lucy Bourne 

4F - Mr Brad Ferguson 

4L - Mr Rob Low Assistant Principal Stage 2 

4N - Miss Lily North 

 

Stage 3 

5FW - Mrs Kate Farrell/ Mrs Sarah Wilson 

5S - Mr Nick Savage 

5/6K - Miss Kate Spring 

6L - Mr Matthew Liles - Assistant Principal 

Stage 3 

6R - Mr Michael Radnidge 

 

Learning and Support 

Ms Connie Emmington - Coordinator 

Mr Mark Alcock 

Mrs Claire Edwards  

Mrs Michelle Morrison 

Miss Sara Willoughby/ Ms Hannah 

Titchmarsh – Library 

Miss Alison Tonkin – Music 

Mrs Linda Whiteside – Counsellor 

 

Mr Luke Sparksman – APC&I 

Miss Olivia Smith – Flexible Learning 

 

School Learning Support Officers 

Mrs Di Edwards 

Mrs Nicole Harrison  

Mrs Theresa Koitka 

Mrs Emma Lovegrove 

Mrs Pam Parkes 

Mrs Belinda Scorgie 

Mr Jack Ward - Casual SLSO 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://thejunctio-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/parents--carers-and-the-community.html
https://thejunctio-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/parents--carers-and-the-community.html
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Information from the Front Office Team...   
   Money collection for excursions & events                  

The preferred payment option is through the “Make a Payment” tab 

on the school website. (If you use the online option, please make 

sure you still return permission notes to school).  

The school also accepts cash, (exact amount only), cheque or we 

have EFTPOS facilities in the office. (Please note that the school 

EFTPOS facility is only available for school payments and not P&C – 

such as the Uniform Shop). 

Any cash payments to come straight to the office, this includes: - 

Band fees, School books, Excursion money etc. Any money that is 

sent to school must be in a sealed envelope/bag with your “Child’s 

name and class” on the front and details of the event you are 

paying.  

There is a “Payments” slot at the front counter in the school office – 

students are to post payments in this slot.  
 

Absences  

Any absence from school must be explained. The Sentral Parent 

Portal is a great way to advise the school of student absences, or 

alternatively phone the school, send an email, or write a note. Each 

day at around 10am, the school sends out an SMS alert to parents of 

any child who has an unexplained absence for that day.  Please 

refrain from using class apps like Class Dojo to explain absences as 

the teacher may not be at school or they are teaching and unable 

to read the Dojo message before 10am.  
 

Extended Leave  

If you are going away and leave is over (5) school days, you must 

complete an “EXTENDED LEAVE FORM” from the office prior to your 

leave. Leave forms submitted are subject to approval by the 

Principal.  
 

Late Arrivals / Early Leavers  

School hours are from 8.55am to 3pm. The first assembly starts at 

8.55am. If children arrive later than 8.55am, they need to present to 

the office to provide late arrivals information to office staff. A ‘Purple 

Partial Slip’ is then taken to the class teacher. Similarly, if children 

leave early for the day, parents must buzz the intercom at the Union 

Street gate to admitted into the office. Admin staff will phone the 

classroom for your child to come up to the office. Please be aware 

of early departures in recess and lunch breaks as it can be quite 

difficult to locate your child in the playground.  
 

Medication at School  

The office is only able to administer ‘prescribed medication’ to 

students. This means medication that has been prescribed by a 

doctor. This medication must be left in the package provided, 

clearly labelled with the child’s name and dosage.  If medication is 

required, a parent will need to come to the office and complete a 

Student Health Condition Support for Prescribed Medication form.  
 

SCHOOL STAFF ARE NOT ABLE TO ADMINISTER PANADOL OR NON-

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
In the Office  

OFFICE HOURS:   

8:30AM TO 3:15PM  

School Email:  thejunctio-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

  

SCHOOL SECURITY    

ph: 1300 880021  

 

Office Team 

Mrs Dianne Edwards 

Mrs Amanda Brake 

Mrs Angela Bowen 

Mrs Kathy McInnes 

Mrs Lesley Janissen 

General Assistant 

Mr Tom Jervis 

 

In the Community  

P&C News 

 

P&C Contact email 

Jessica Ryan, President 

president@junctionpandc.org 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

ONLINE ORDERING!  

www.tjpsuniform.com  

 

Secondhand Uniform Donations   

Donations accepted are bomber 

jackets, polo fleece jumpers, red 

polo shirts and black sport shorts. 

We are unable to accept 

donations of white shirts or 

tunics.   

  

Email the Uniform Shop: 

tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com  

PLEASE ASSIST WITH DELIVERY OF 

UNIFORM ORDERS BY PUTTING 

YOUR CHILD’S NAME on the order 

(in the NOTES section) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:president@junctionpandc.org
mailto:tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com
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Learning Gallery 

Hunter Swimming 

On Tuesday March 14 the Regional 

Swimming Carnival was held at the 

Forum.  We had 11 swimmers representing 

TJPS and the Newcastle City Region.   

A big congratulations to the following 

students who have been selected to 

attend the State Swimming Carnival in 

Sydney in Week 11 of this Term. Indi R in four 

individual events and Lila B in 2 Individual 

events (What a special achievement) and 

our Junior Girls Relay team that consists of 

Lila B, Abbey B, Imogen G and Nina C!!  

You should all be very proud of your hard 

work and wonderful achievement!! 

  

I know that we all can't wait to watch you on the  

live stream in class!! 

 

Mr Nick Savage 
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Hunter Australian Rules 

Congratulations to Odin B, Tom B, Emile A and 

Charlie B who have all made it into Hunter AFL 

teams. 

 

All students played in their respective teams and 

impressed the selectors with their talent.  

Good luck to the Hunter teams!  

 

Mr Rob Lowe           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hunter Basketball 
 

Congratulations to Eddie K and Matilda S who 

were both successful in making the Hunter PSSA 

boys and girls basketball teams.  

 

They will both head off to Tamworth in Term 2 to 

compete against some of the best primary aged 

basketballers in the state. The pair are looking 

forward to playing a more prominent role in their 

teams this year after both making the team last 

year as Year 5 students.  

 

We wish them all the best at the tournament. 

 

Mr Michael Radnidge 

PSSA Basketball coach 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW Junior State Age Swimming Championships 

 
Congratulations to Indi R and Bailey H who will both be attending the NSW Junior State Age 

Swimming Championships at SOPAC this weekend. The qualifying times for this event are difficult to 

achieve and so it’s a wonderful recognition of all of the hard work they both put into their training. 

This is the first time Bailey has attended (minimum age is 10) and Indi has now attended on a number 

of occasions. Best wishes to both of them. 
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Harmony Day preparations   

Classes 3/4B and 3LC getting ready for Harmony Day with Mr Alcock and Mrs Campbell 
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Harmony Day continued… 
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COMMUNITY MESSAGE BOARD 

 

P & C News 

Election BBQ and Cake Stall  

Don't forget to vote tomorrow!  

TJPS is an official polling centre and we are holding a sausage sizzle and cake stall as a 

fundraiser for our school. Come down and grab a democracy sausage and some sweet 

treats!  

 

Thank you to everyone who has kindly donated to our Cake Stall for tomorrow. We are still 

accepting donations tomorrow morning! If you are attending TJPS for voting tomorrow, you 

may collect your containers. All remaining containers will be distributed to classrooms next 

week.   

 

  

Reminder of upcoming events  

 

Term 1 is a busy one! Please mark these important upcoming dates in your diaries, there's lots 

of fun coming up you won't want to miss!  

 

 

• Cybersafety FREE Seminar - Thursday 30 March 7pm 

• Cross Country - Friday 31 March  

• Easter Raffle - drawn Thursday 06 April 

• Easter Hat Parade - Thursday 06 April 9:20am  

Thanks,  

TJPS P&C Committee  
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