
   

  Page 1 of 24 

   
 

 

May 4, 2023, Newsletter                     ISSUE 6 
 

The Junction Journal  
The Junction Public School  

Union St Merewether 2291  

Ph. 4963 1343 

Email:  thejunctio -p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

Principal:  Cath Larkman  

04/ 05/202 3 
 

From the desk of Mrs Larkman  

Hello to our Parents and Carers,  

Itõs great to be back at school for Term 2 and last week just flew.  

I will share a few photos from our staff professional learning day at Murrook. It 

was such a great opportunity to catch up with the community and some of our 

Aboriginal Elders. We also sh ared successes and areas in which we could 

develop further with our network schools.  See below for photos of the TJPS 

presenters who contributed on the day ; Mr Liles, Miss Willoughby,  and Ms 

Titchmarsh.  

Also successful were our wonderful school leaders and their parents 

accompanied by Mr Low on Anzac Day. M s Ellis and Mr Liles were also in 

attendance to support the group.  

We also congratulate our Zone Cross Country students who were 

accompanied by Miss Bourne on Friday.  

On Friday evening the sta ff officially farewelled Mr Alcock at The Prince. It was 

a great evening with wonderful food and speeches which had us all 

reminiscing and laughing. We may see Mr Alcock back in a day -to -day casual 

capacity late r in the year.  

Please carefully read the info rmation I sent on Sentral about the Resilience  

Project . Staff have done 2 hours  of  training after school this week to prepare us 

for presenting t o students. There will also be sessions for parents coordinated via 

online communication throughout the project . This is also part of our partnership 

with the project.  

We are very excited to let you know that the P & C have donated a significant  

amount of money to the school to support our partnership for this project. This is 

because of significant fundraising in Term 1 by so many of our parents and 

carers. Together with a subsidy by the school, we are able to charge only $8 for 

the studentsõ journals  which  will form an integral part of studentsõ weekly 

learning experiences.   

Cath Larkman , Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork by Auntie Michelle Earle 

commissioned by TJPS in 2018  

We respectfully acknowledge  that this 

newsletter comes to you from 

Awabakal land.  

In communicating how we learn, 

teach and lead, we acknowledge and 

pay respect to elders past and present 

and extend that respect to all 

Aboriginal people as the traditional 

custodians of this land on w hich we are 

all privileged to live, work,  and learn.  

In this issue 

Principalõs Message P 1 

 

Staff Professional Learning  P 2 

 

Front Office information  P 3 

Money collection ð excursions and 

events   

Absences   

Extended Leave   

Early leavers / Late arrivals  

Medication at school   

Uniform Shop  

 

Music News  P 4 

 

Learning Gallery  P 5 - 10 

 

Community Message Board  P 11-24 

P & C News  

Community News  
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Upcoming Events   

TERM 2 

Thursday May 4  

Yr 6-7 Transition Selective HS placement 

test 

Friday May 5  

Cultural Day Stockton PS   

Thursday May 11  

Motherõs Day Stall 

Friday May 12  

Motherõs Day Breakfast  

Monday May 22  

Bandlink  

Tuesday May 23  

Sydney Writersõ Festival 

Yr 6 GRIP Leadership 

Bandlink  

Friday May 26  

National Sorry Da y 

Netball PSSA Gala Day ð TBC 

NHS visit to TJPS transition visit. 

Mon May 29 - Fri June 2 

Reconciliation Week  

Monday June 5  

String Ensemble Day  

Wednesday June 7  

Concert Band Day  

Monday June 12  

Public Holiday ð Kingõs Birthday  

Tuesday June 13  

Premier Band Day  

Wed/Thur June 14,15  

Starstruck Tech & Dress Rehearsal  

Friday June 16  

Starstruck Performance Day  

Mon/Tues June 19/20  

Whole school photographs  

Wedne sday June 21  

Primary Band Day  

Thursday June 22  

Family Ensemble Night  

Friday June 23  

P & C Movie Night  

Friday June 30  

Final Day Term 2  

TERM 3 

Tuesday July 1 8 

Students return to school.  

Thursday July 20  

Athletics Carnival ð Glendale  

Thursday July 27  

Kindergarten 100 Day Celebration  

Tues-Fri August 15-18 

Canberra Excursion  

Mon -Fri August 21-25 

Book Week/Fair  

Friday September 22  

Final Day Term 3  

TERM 4 

Monday October 9  

Students return (no staff devel . day)  

Wed -Fri November 1 -3 

Year 4 Great Aussie Bush Camp  

Thursday December 7  

Band Presentation Night  
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Information from the Front Office Team...   
   Money collection for excursions & events                   

The preferred payment option is  through the òMake a Paymentó tab 

on the school websit e, or QR codes on notes.  (If you use the online 

option, please make sure you still return permission notes to school ).  

The school  also accepts cash, (exact amount only), cheque or we 

have EFTPOS facilities in the office.  (Please note that the school 

EFTPOS facility is only available for school payments and not P&C ð 

such as the Uniform Shop ). 

Any cash payments  to come straight to the off ice, this includes: - 

Band fees, School books, Excursion money etc. Any money that is 

sent to school must be in a sealed envelope /bag  with your òChildõs 

name and classó on the front and details of the event you are 

paying.  

There is a òPaymentsó slot at the front counter in the school office ð 

students are to  post payments in this slot.   
 

Absences   

Any absence from school must be explained. The Sentral Parent 

Portal is a great way to advise the school of student absences, or 

alternatively phone the school, send an email, or write a note. Each 

day at around 10am, the school sends out an SMS alert to parents of 

any child who has an unexplained absence for that day.   Please 

refrain from using class apps like Class Dojo to explain absences as 

the teacher may not  be at school or they are teaching and unable 

to read the Dojo message before 10am.   
 

Extended Leave   

If you are going away and leave is over (5) school days, you must 

complete an òEXTENDED LEAVE FORMó from the office prior to your 

leave.  Leave forms submitted are subject to approval by the 

Principal.  
 

Late Arrivals / Early Leavers   

School hours are from 8.55am  to 3pm. The first assembly starts at 

8.55am. If children arrive later than 8.55am, they need to present  to 

the office to provide late arrivals information to office staff. A ôPurple 

Partial Slipõ is then taken to the class teacher. Similarly, if children 

leave early for the day, parents must buzz the intercom at the Union 

Street gate to admitted into the  of fice . Admin staff will phone the 

classroom  for your child to come up to the office . Please be aware 

of early departures in recess and lunch break s as it can be quite 

difficult to locate your child in the playground.   
 

Medication at School   

The office is only able to administer ôprescribed medicationõ to 

students. This means medication that has been prescribed by a 

doctor. This medication must be left in the package provided, 

clearly labelled with the childõs name and dosage.  If medication i s 

required, a parent will need to come to the office and complete a 

Student Health Condition Support for Prescribed Medication  form.   
 

SCHOOL STAFF ARE NOT ABLE TO ADMINISTER PANADOL OR NON-

PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS.  

 

 

 

 

 
2023 School Staff  

 

Principal - Mrs Cath Larkman  

Deputy Principal  - Ms Connie Emmington  

 

Kindergarten  

KC ð Mrs Jody  Cooper  

KE - Miss Jo Ellis ð Assistant Principal Early 

Stage 1  

KG - Mrs Sarah Griffiths 

 

Stage 1  

1B - Miss Tess Barns/ Mrs Amy Blackmore  

1H - Miss Angie Harris ð Assistant Principal 

Stage 1  

1L - Mrs Aleisha Ladkin  

1/2A - Mrs Amy Lalic  

2MC - Mrs Nina McLeod / Mrs Nicole Jones  

2/3A ð Miss Alison Smoother (year 2)  

 

Stage 2  

2/3A  ð Miss Alison Smoother (year 3)  

3LC - Mrs Holly Lynch/ Mrs Phillipa  Campbell  

3/4B - Miss Lucy Bourne  

4F - Mr Brad Ferguson  

4L - Mr Rob Low Assistant Principal Stage 2  

4N - Miss Lily North 

 

Stage 3  

5FW - Mrs Kate Farrell/  Mrs Sarah Wilson 

5S - Mr Nick Savage  

5/6K - Miss Kate Spring 

6L - Mr Matthew Liles - Assistant Principal  

Stage 3  

6R - Mr Michael Radnidge  

 

Learning and Support  

Ms Connie Emmington - Coordinator  

Mrs Claire Edwards  

Mrs Michelle Morrison  

Miss Sara Willoughby / Ms Hannah 

Titchmarsh  ð Library 

Miss Alison Tonkin ð Music  

Mrs Linda Whiteside ð Counsellor  

 

Mr Luke Sparksman ð APC&I  

Miss Olivia Smith ð Flexible Learning  

 

School Learning  Support  Officers  

Mrs Di Edwards  

Mrs Nicole Harrison  

Mrs Theresa Koitka  

Mrs Emma Lovegrove  

Mrs Pam Parkes 

Mrs Belinda Scorgie  

Ms Sevi Celik 
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Anzac Day 2023  

 

On  the  25th of  April,  

students,  staff,  and  

community  all banded  

together  at  Mitchell  

Park Memorial  Gates,  

Merewether  to  

commemorated  those  

who  lost their  lives as 

on ANZAC Day  and  

who  fought  for our  beloved  

nation  for  the  values  that  we  

uphold  today,  and  secured  the  

freedoms  that  we  cherish  

greatl y. Our  student  leaders  

recited  a  heartfelt  poem  to  

thousands  and  respectfully  laid  

a  wreath  on  behalf  of  The 

Junction  Public  School.  

 

#lestweforget  

 

Mr Rob Lowe  

 

 
 

 
In the Office   

OFFICE HOURS:   

8:30AM TO 3:15PM  

School Email:   thejunctio -

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au   

  

SCHOOL SECURITY    

ph: 1300 880021   

 

Office Team  

Mrs Dianne Edwards  

Mrs Amanda Brake  

Mrs Ang ela  Bowen  

Mrs Kathy McInnes  

Mrs Lesley Janissen 

 

General Assistant s 

Mr Tom Jervis 

Mr Darren Ray (Casual relief)  

 

In the Community   

P&C News 

 

P&C Contact email  

Jessica Ryan , President  

president@junctionpandc.org  

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

ONLINE ORDERING!  

www.tjpsuniform.com   

 

Secondhand Uniform Donations    

Donations accepted are bomber 

jackets, polo fleece jumpers, red 

polo shirts and black sport shorts. 

We are unable to accept 

donations of white shirts or 

tunics.    

  

Email the Uniform Shop: 

tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com   

PLEASE ASSIST WITH DELIVERY OF 

UNIFORM ORDERS BY PUTTING 

YOUR CHILDõS NAME on the order 

(in the NOTES section)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:thejunctio-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:president@junctionpandc.org
mailto:tjpsuniformshop@gmail.com
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Learning Gallery  

 

Newcastle Writersõ Festival 

This story was written by Charlie B in 6L as part of the Newcastle Writerõs Festival. Keep an eye out for more 

stories in future Junction Journal editions this term.  

Please note this is the second draft and first published copy of Charlieõs story. We all learnt about the extensive 

editing process that writers go  through before publishing a story. This story is no different and has currently been 

submitted to the writers for feedback.  

The teachers and writers on the day were particularly impressed with Charlieõs descriptive language and strong 

imagery, as well as his sentence variation and dialogue.  

A great effort Charlie.  

Mr Sparksman  

 

 

THE LOST GOLD 

  

PART 1 CHURCHILLS TREASURE 

John trudged to a stop on the side of an old, empty highway, a Maccas billboard sign flickered with life in the cold night 

sky. John took his backpack off and rested it on the hard gravely ground, he then unpacked the evidence from his 

crime.  

John first unpacked a tiny vial of glittery purple potion or as he used it poison. John stared at it intently before placing it 

gently in a plasti c bag. John also unpacked two other strange things they were a compass and a pocket watch, as he 

was putting both of them in the bag the moonlight suddenly reflected off the watch and compass showing that they 

were a glistening gold colour. John guiltily w alked away leaving the backpack behind fading into existence.  

100 YEARS AGO, Winston Churchill hid some treasure. No one knew where it was, they didnõt even have a map. No 

Winston Churchill provided a Compass and a pocket watch. Yes you heard me, the compa ss will point you in the 

direction of the treasure while the watch will show how far you are from the treasure so 2 o'clock will be far away and 10 

o'clock would be really close. No one knew where any of those two things are except John.  

A taxi veered off to the side of the road, to collect its passenger. John stepped into the taxi, his shoes were squelching 

from the puddles from the rain earlier in the day. òWhere t-ó òBuckingham Palaceó john snapped aggressively, the driver 

trying to chill the conversatio n calmly replied òok ok weõll be there soon.ó The two of them sat in an eerie silence for the 

rest of the ride.  

The taxi slowed to a stop outside Buckingham palace, òok that will be 27ó-óSMACKó. The driver slumped onto the wheel 

knocked out cold and a gian t red mark was left on his head from john's fists. John slipped out of the taxi undetected like 

a lion in long grass.  
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Buckingham palace, that's where the treasure is, John knew it, but the question was how to get in? BOOOSH! A guard 

tumbled to the ground w ith the hot cement heating his face, John quickly picked him up not wanting to attract 

attention. John quickly changed into the guards clothes, it was a perfect disguise.  

 

òATTENTION!ó John startled and turned his head to look who made the noise. He realised it was the governor general 

speaking in his booming voice to get the guards attention. òPERIMETER 4 MOVE INTO THE CASTLEó. John was suddenly 

marching towards the castle marching towards the treasure.  

John silently crept away from the other guards to exp lore. John quickened his pace hungry to find the treasure. It 

could've been anywhere John thought looking into a large gold vase. After a while John stopped booking. He needed 

a plan, then it hit like a bus. How could he be so stupid he had to use the comp ass. 

John whipped open the bag from his soggy pocket scurrying through like there was nothing to lose, there john pulled 

out the gold compass dangling on its old, rusted chain. John looked intently at the compass to see where it was pointing 

and he was sho cked of what he saw. EAST. John looked east, he looked out the window yes that is where the compass 

was pointing, right outside the castle.  

John felt like he had been shot. He thought it was here but it really wasn't this whole time. John was barely holdin g back 

the stinging tears in his eyes, John walked out  of the palace dreams crashed with despair.  

PART 2 THE NEW DISCOVERY 

John stepped out of the taxi standing right outside 33 timid st rain piled down onto John drenching him in a matter of 

seconds. The aroma felt strangely mysterious. John hadn't been inside for a whole week, John could already see some 

cobwebs hanging from the gutter.  

CREEAAAK! John slowly opened the huge timber door nervously. The hall was dark and dusty. John could have sworn he 

heard  people talk from the room above him. John scurried into the old dimly lit kitchen slumping the bag on the counter 

top. CRACK! John screamed as he looked over at the bag that had just made the sound. The purple potion was oozing 

out and the glass was all o ver the place, could this day get any worse, John thought.  

After John had cleaned up the mess he realised that the potion was all over the compass. John thought he might cry 

but the he realised it had uncovered strange markings on the compass John realised  he had uncovered a clue. John 

raced to get his glasses, sprinting through the house in the dark John suddenly was on the ground a blundering pain was 

surging through his leg. John looked up he had bumped into a table which made John remember he had left h is glasses 

on the table John frantically stood up and grabbed his glasses and raced back to the kitchen to encode the message.  

John picked up the compass and read out the message that was THOU THE TREASURE LIES AT THE BRIDGE OF SYDNEY. 

John raced out of hi s house excitement flooded through Johnõs body his rusty old set of keys jangled noisily in his pocket. 

A million thoughts jumbled through John's head. Luckily his house wasn't far from Wigmore Airport bursting through the 

double doors panting and puffins like a dog on a hot summer's day.  

John didn't actually have a plane ticket but he did know someone that could give him one. John scanned the airport 

hoping he could see someone, someone named Judy. There she is John thought as he spotted Judy right besides  bay 

16 dealing with a barrack of angry customers wanting tickets to Hawaii. John sneakily snuck to the front of the line to get 

to Judy and the ticket.  

òHello wha-ó Judy looked up realising who it was her voice turned to a harsh tone as she gruffly spoke òwhat do you 

wantó òa plane ticket to Sydney please '' replied John cheerfully. Judy sighed as she reached into her pocket and pulled 

out a slightly bent ticket to Australia and handed it over to John. John walked off into the crowd but then he realised th e 

flight was in five minutes so he sprinted off towards his flight, not wanting to miss it.  
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òTicket please,ó a flight attendant chirped, but John sprinted past her, slapping his ticket on the desk and kept running 

out the door to the plane. John slowed d own to a walk as he made his way up the stairs, but he smiled as he felt the 

compass and pocket watch in his pocket. John walked onto the plane he was nearly there, nearly at the treasure . 

 

PART  3 THE FINAL HOPE 

John stepped out of Sydney Airport. Immediately he could hear the buzzing of the hundreds of mosquitoes in the shrub 

around him. John realised it was around 12 o'clock so no taxis were heard anywhere around. John started to walk 

towards the distant sounds of the city, rubbing his eyes from the lack of sleep. John wanted the adventure to be over, 

he just wanted to go home.  

John woke up with a start, at first he had no idea where he was. Bugs were everywhere chirping loudly in the morning 

air. John quickly st ood up ,he had made a lump in the soft soil. He started to pack up then he saw, only a few hundred 

metres away was Sydney bright lights shined walking up those people that called Sydney home. John picked up the 

compass and watch and ran towards the city ,t owards the treasure.  

John came to a stop on an old bench right outside the Sydney Harbour Bridge he took out the compass and looked to 

see where it was. It pointed to one of the towers on the side of the bridge. John immediately weaved his way through 

the traffic to the tower. John put his hand out to open the door but as soon as he did, WHOOP WHOOP! John turned 

around and hundreds of police cars were parked behind him blocking the traffic. Officers started to file out guns raised. 

John panicked he ran towa rds the side of the bridge and started to scale it.  

He was climbing up one bar to another bullets started to fire missing John by inches. They were hitting the bridge and 

pinging off in other directions. John was nearly at the top now police were pursuing right behind still firing bullets at John. 

SLIP! Horror upon horror Johnõs foot slipped off one of the bars. He was now dangling 50 metres in the air over a harbour. 

 

WHIRRR! John looked up as a copter was circling the bridge. John could feel himself slipp ing, bullets were still raining up 

at him, BOOF police were now at the bar next to John, he couldn't do this anymore John let go.  

 

ONE YEAR LATER 

John sat in his house sadly one year later. He had never found the treasure no one ever found the watch and co mpass 

ever. John looked up at the window at the window rain poured down outside. John sighed and switched on the tv as it 

cackled to life a broadcast came through, òToday we have found evidence that there is a load of treasure inside 

Buckingham palace, all  for now Sam Sonling.ó A wicked grin spread across John's face he knew he was back in 

business. 

 

                                          THE END 

 

Charlie B Year 6  
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Young Archie Portrait Competition  

 
Congratulations to Madison B and Elliot W from Year 5, who were chosen as 

finalists in the Young Archie Portrait Competition, run by the Museum of Art 

and Culture.  

 

Madi and Elliot were among thousands 

of students who submitted portraits to 

the competitio n, running as part of the 

Archibald Prize Regional Tour. Only 20 

finalists were chosen in the 9 -12 years 

category, so this is a wonderful 

achievement!  

 

Madi and Elliotõs portraits are on display 

at the museum until 21 st May, so keep 

an eye out for them if you visit!  

 

Congratulations Madi and Elliot!   

 

Museum of Art and Culture Lake Macquarie  

First Street, Booragul  

 

 

Debating Workshop  

On Tuesday 2 nd  May  our Premierõs Debating teams participated in a debating workshop held here at our 

school. The day was run by Mr Tony Davey from the Arts Unit, and we had 11 other schools from around the 

area join us. We learnt lots of tips and tricks about debating. We le arnt about rebuttals, arguments, definitions 

and each speaker's role in debating. In the last session we worked in our debating teams,  and all got a 

chance to deliver a short debate and get some valuable feedback from the coaches. It was such a fun day! 

Our  debating teams are excited and ready to show off their new skills with the Premier õs Debating 

competition starting in a few weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 


